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Oil is in more than my family’s blood. It’s in our history, too. When I was a child, my 

grandfather told me a story about his own father and the discovery of oil. My great-

grandfather worked for Imperial Oil, and back in the 1940s, his team had been tasked with 

finding new oil reserves to drill into. After several failed attempts, the team had dug up 

nothing but dirt, and their expectations were low. My great-grandfather was considering 

taking work elsewhere to pay the bills. By chance, the team decided to drill in a location 

nearly 100 km away from their latest attempt. No on else had drilled in the area yet, and it 

wasn’t on anyone’s radar. My grandfather, a teenager at the time, happened to be out that 

day with his father, learning the ropes and watching the drill sink deeper and deeper into the 

earth. Tensions were high as they waited, drilling past the point where oil was normally 

found. My grandfather described it as a strike of lightning coming out of the earth—black 

gold shot out of the hole and rained down on the derrick and soaking the crew. They’d struck 

oil at last. Their discovery led to an economic boom, and my family has stayed in the oil and 

petroleum business ever since. 

My grandfather and my father both worked in the oil industry their entire lives. My 

grandfather worked with the same derrick that saved his father’s livelihood, using it to locate 

new wells until it was decommissioned. Growing up, I absorbed a great deal about the 

industry from my father, who explained to me how petroleum products could be found in 

almost all of our everyday products, from the plastic toothbrushes in our bathrooms to the 

heating systems of our homes. He was always encouraging me to find out how things worked, 

to be curious about the world around me. As a kid I was always building and rebuilding 

personal projects, from my first Lego sets to my initial attempts at concocting an all-natural 

surface cleaner that wouldn’t give my mom an allergic reaction. 

My vision for myself as a rig worker alongside my dad morphed into getting my 

undergraduate degree in chemical engineering. It allowed me to pursue my passion for 

reinvention while keeping my busy mind happy with new problems to solve. I dived into 

exploring the energy industry, attending lectures, speaking with industry experts, reading 

and researching, and even driving six hours away to attend a conference on the future of 

renewable energy. During my summers off from school, I helped my grandfather install solar 

panels at his home. Oil had been my grandfather’s life and livelihood, but he always 

encouraged me to think of the future of energy, and if I needed new solutions, to “dig 

another hole”. I was fortunate to have stellar examples of perseverance and hard work in my 

life, and to have an instilled passion for and connection to such a dynamic and challenging 

career. 

After graduation, I took a job with ExxonMobil, where I have worked for several years as a 

petroleum engineer. My most significant projects have centered on developing computer 

modeling software, to improve the safety of workers and efficiency of drilling and extracting 
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operations. I have also been involved in developing software which tests for and anticipates 

any geological shifts that can impact drilling or mining operations. I knew the moment I 

received my undergraduate degree that I wanted to take the next step, so I have taken 

opportunities to advance myself with professional development courses and volunteered to 

act as the company’s regional representative at key industry events. I also delivered a speech 

at the Oil and Gas Symposium on the benefits of cleaner oil extraction and production, and 

how my company has invested in new technologies to achieve these results. 

I want to pursue my master’s in petroleum engineering because it will allow me to move into 

newer, more niche circles of this industry. It will allow me to use my innovation, my passion 

and my experience to find better, cleaner ways of using our energy resources and our 

petroleum reserves. Further education will help me continue to grow as a professional in the 

oil industry and become a part of the next wave of invention. It will allow me to be on the 

next team that strikes metaphorical oil and unearths the future of energy. 

 


