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That morning, a frail Mrs. Jones, surrounded by machines and a labyrinth of tubes, shared 

her wish: to end her life with dignity. That poignant moment during my early years as a 

medical intern brought the latent interest, which had been subtly brewing in the backdrop of 

my academic and professional pursuits, sharply into focus. It ignited an ardent quest to delve 

deeper into the moral and ethical dimensions of healthcare - the world of bioethics. 

Reflecting back, even during my undergraduate years, the intersection of biology and 

morality seemed unavoidable. I pursued a dual major in Biology and Philosophy, a 

combination that perfectly mirrored my growing interest in the interplay between life 

sciences and ethical considerations. During a seminar, I led a spirited debate on the ethical 

nuances of genetic manipulation, emphasizing both its groundbreaking potential and moral 

pitfalls. This experience solidified my appreciation for informed discourse and strengthened 

my skills in analyzing multifaceted ethical dilemmas. 

As I transitioned into the professional sphere, this inclination towards bioethics only 

intensified. At the hospital, beyond the typical responsibilities of an intern, I initiated the 

formation of a junior ethics committee, primarily comprising young healthcare 

professionals. Leading this committee, I oversaw discussions on a myriad of subjects, from 

the rights of the terminally ill to the implications of genetic testing. The committee was 

instrumental in crafting a set of guidelines for the ethical distribution of resources during 

health crises, with my detailed proposal on ventilator allocation during an influenza 

outbreak being unanimously adopted. 

Yet, the world outside the hospital held more lessons. I championed health equality as a core 

member of a grassroots organization “BioEthicalGrounds”. In one notable project, I 

designed a community engagement campaign titled “Grassroots Perspectives on Life 

Sciences” targeting underserved populations, educating them on the bioethical implications 

of genomic data storage and its potential misuse. This endeavor further underscored the 

significance of comprehensive knowledge and sound judgment when confronting bioethical 

challenges head-on. 

Understanding the need for a structured foundation, I sought formal education in bioethics. I 

enrolled in a year-long certification course where I delved into the theoretical underpinnings 

of bioethical dilemmas and contributed to a published paper on the "Ethical Dimensions of 

Genetic Privacy." 

Now, standing at this crossroad, Columbia University's distinguished Bioethics program 

seems to be the right path for me. Its unique blend of rigorous academic training and real-

world applications represents the ideal avenue for my aspirations. Situated in the heart of 

New York, a nexus of global health organizations, Columbia offers unparalleled 
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opportunities. The program's interdisciplinary curriculum and emphasis on active 

engagement align seamlessly with my experiential background. 

Moving ahead, my primary focus at Columbia University will be to research the ethical 

implications of advanced genomic techniques in prenatal testing. The rapid advancements in 

this area are pushing the boundaries of our ethical frameworks, especially when considering 

the potential for designer babies and socioeconomic implications of access to such 

technologies. I am particularly intrigued by how religious, cultural, and socio-economic 

contexts influence the moral decisions of families when confronted with the choices these 

technologies present. 

My journey, starting from that dawn with Mrs. Jones, has been one of continuous 

exploration, leadership, and an unyielding drive to understand and act on bioethical 

concerns. I'm eager to embrace the challenges and opportunities Columbia's Bioethics 

program offers, hoping to bring my diverse experiences into the fold and drive forth the 

discourse on bioethics in innovative ways. With a comprehensive education, hands-on 

leadership roles, and an unwavering commitment to ethical considerations in healthcare, 

Columbia is the next logical step in my journey. 

 


